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ABOUT 800 PEOPLE |
HEAR CANDIDATES

|

GIYEN RESPECTFUL
HEARING.

SPEAKERN

Abour 200 Ladies Presem—(‘mmf)’]
Chairman Dreher Presided—Good
Order Prevailed.

June 17.—The long
talked of contest|

St. Matthews,
awaited and much
for United States senater was official- |
17 opened here today, wiien Senator E.
. Smith. Governor Cole. L. Blease,
t12 Hoa. W. P. Pollock, of Cheraw. and
Mavor L. D. Jennings, of Sumter, “the
big four™ aspirants for the seat in the
upper house of congress now held by
the first named, spoke before a crowd
of abour eight hundred, probably t\\'oE
hundred of whom were ladies of Cal—?
houn county, and citizens from several
‘adjoining counties. County Chairman
T. H. Dreaer presided, aad pretty good
order was preserved throughout the
meeting, which was eld on the school
grounds. Each candidate was accord-
ed a respectful hearing, and while it
was evident that the Smith adnerents
were in the majority, supporters of
the governor were not lacking.

The crowd was seemingly impressed
with Messrs Pollock and Jennings,
who are making their debut in politics
of a ‘State-wide character. Althouga
the meeticg was devoid of anything
like enthusiasm, the audience mani-
fested considerable interest in all the:
speeches.

Smith Denies Allegations,

The only incident that gave promise
of any real excitement occurred when
Governor Blease, who spoke first, re-
ferred to James L. Sims, United States
marshal, and William E. Gonzales,
minister to Cuba, as haviag secured
their appointments througa Senator
Smith. The senator interrupted with
the remark, “I had no more to do
with the appointment <f Gonzales than
did Cole. L. Blease.”

iiVhen the governor declared that
“James L. Sims, another Smith ap-
pointee, admitted e helped to get out
a nigger paper,” Senator Smith again
interrupted with “Sims was Tillman’s
appointee.”

The governor then read a letter
from Senator Tillman t> W. J. Shelton,
whicn said, “Senator Smith and I have
agreed about the United States mar-
shal, and Mr. Sims, of Orangeburg,
will be appointed”—the governor add-
ing, “If it's a lie, Ben Tillman wrote
it and 1 don't believe Old Ben would
lie for a Republican.” Senator Smith
again arose and advanced to the front
¢f the platform, and standing by the
governor said he supposed the latter
wanted to be fair, explaining that he
and Tillma» had agreed on the mar-
shal and that each would nave a man '|
for district attorney, and, declared thei
senator vigorously, no man living in
the image of God, can call me a liar.
Chairman Droher interfered, Senator
Smith returned to his seat, and with,
“Well, Mr. Tillman wrote the letter.”
from tae governor, the incideat was
closed.
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The Columbia Record ©of Wednesday
had the following to say of the inci-
dent:

“The governor then read a letter to
W. J. Sieldon, Colonia hotel, Colum-
bia, from B. R. Tillman, in which the
latter states that he and Senator
Smith agreed upon the appoinument
of ‘Some one has lied,” said
Blease, ‘and, witn all old Ben Till-
man's faults, 1 believe he tells the
truth’

Sims.

“At this juncture Senator Smitl
arose to his feet. and faced Governor
Blease, saying :‘I believe vou desire
to be fair, and keep the
straight. 1 tell vou that Sims is an
appointee of Serator Tillman; and o9
living man made in the image of God

can call me a lar. ™ |
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Jennings Introduces Himsell,

ifav.r Jennings told the crowd a
great deal abouj himself, by way of in-
troduction. of his early struggles aad
present material success. Said if life
lasts and his voice holds out he will
giow the people of the State tnat
neither Smith nor Blease is fit to sit in
the Senate of the United States: that
the State might be wrong some time,
but was bound to right herself and
was not dependent on Bleaseism or
Smithism. To show that he, besides

nings stated tnat he runs seventy-five
ploughs and plunts fourteen hunderd
acres of cotton. He promised that the
voters would hear more during this
campaign about wio is the poor man's
friend.

He defended the action of the State
conve.ation in changing the rules, de-
claring that the only new regulation
was that requiring each voter to ap-
pear in person and sign the club roll
“Ask anyone wiao charges it to show
where the new rules deprive any man
of his vote,” he said, adding that the
change was made because under the
old rules there was no provision as
to how voters should enroll, which
made it easy for frauds to be perpe-
trated. especially in the larger cities,
where names could be taken from
tombstcnes and from other counties
and given to the secretary to place on
roll.

Defends National Plafdorm,

Mr. Jenuings defended the national
democratic platform with the excep-
tion of the tolls plauk, declaring this
was “slipped in.” He said the party
in Washington did right in sustaining
President Wilson in tolls fight, and
declared' himseli in favor of all the
president’s policies. “‘Ar eyou going to
send one to Washington opposed to the
president?” ihe asked, adding, “You
have the right.” Mr. Jennings was un-
decided wihether he was at a disad-
tage or an advantage by not having a
political record. “Some octhers in the
race have political records,” he said
“Some records I do not envy.” He has
no record except that as mayor of
Sumter, but will have more to say
about records before the campaign is
over. He says he's in the race, not
‘rom a political ambition to be called
a United States sesator, but wanted
to show the people that thingg should
not be as they are, and will represent
all the people.

W. P, Pallock Heard.

Mr. Pollock said he hoped the cam-
paign would be one for order and
decency; that he is not the candidate
of any clipue or caucus; is in no
combination, and makes no promises
except that of faithful service to the
State. He referred to his eight years’
service in tne legislature from Ches-
terfield county, aad claimed he was
the first member of the house to ad-
vocate State support cf free couhﬂ'
schooils.

Replying to Governor Blease's re-
marks about corporation lawyers, Mr.
Pollock said many of them were betier
“than the men wio stcod here and
lambasted them:” He said he never
represented a railroad except in cases
involving disputes between railroads.
He said if elected to senate he would
not c¢ome back and “throw sand ia
people’'s eyes” by telling them “waat I
did in committee,” 'wiere nobody
knows wiiat goes <n.

Governor Blease charged that Mr.
Pollock had voted against a “Jim
Crew™ bill and in reply Mr. Pollock
said: “In that most remarkable ad-
dress if it can be dignified with the
word ‘address,” the gentleman who
spoke first tock occasion to speak
about my vote on tie ‘Jim Crow’ bill,
I do.'t know whether it was correctly
read in full or noi. That was twenty
vears ago. when there was race issue
and the railroads were poor and mere-
Iy existing, and g7od men, as white as
(ole. Blease voted as 1 might Zave
done.”
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Sumter People
All Day

ELEVEN CANDIDATES
FOR CHIEF EXECUTIVE

GOOD ORDER REIGNS AT OPEN-
ING MEETING.
Candidares For Governor Discuss |

Ntate-wide Issues—Fully 1,260
People Hear Candidates.

W. F. Caldwell is News and Courier.

Sumter, June 17. of
of the law and increased educationai
sacilities were the issues developed by
the candidates.for Governor here to-
day in the initial meeting of the coun-
tv-to-county canvass of the caadidates
tor States offices, which met with the
ent™ .siastic support of the majority’
of the audience of twelve hundred peo-
ple, who crowded the court house and
utilized every inch of available stand-
ing room, judging from the applause
whicii met the sentiments expressed by
John G. Clinkscales and R. A. Cooper,
when they termed taese the para-
niount issues.

Richard [. Manning was givea an
ovaticn by the people, this being nis
liome. He did not make a 1‘egular}
speech, but gave his time to the other
candidates. Chas. A. Smita came out
tor State-wide prohibition, and John
(3. Clinkscales, besides advocating
stripes for blind tigers and pistol *“to-
ters,” said if elected governcr he
would do all in his power to break up
race track gambling in Charleston and
suppress the blind tigers in Columbia.

It is evident from the meeting here
today that the campaign will be con-
ducted on a nigh plane free from bit-
terness and pe;s\bqal abuse, and that
the people will demand a” discussion
cf issues.

(Later we will print something of the
platform of the otaer candidates and
today we give the speeches of the can-
didates for governor as reported by
the News and Courier.

Tie following is a list of the other
candidates:

For l.eutenant Governor—Andiew
J. Bethea, ‘W, M. Hamer, J. A. Hunter,
B. Frank Kelley.

Comptroller General—A. W. Jones,
J. A. Summersett.

State Treasurer—S. T. Carter.

State Superinteszdent Education—J.
E. Swearingen.

Enforecement

Attorney General—A. G. Brice,
Thos. H. Peeples.
Railroad Commissioner—Geo. W.

Fairey. C. D. Fortner, F. W. S2ealy,
John H. Wharton, W. I. Witherspoon,
James Cansler.

Adjutant General—W. C. Willis, W.
W. Moore.)

(andid.ates for Governor,

It was 1:15 wnen the caadidates for
governor opened. In introducing
Ricard I. Manning ag “Sumter’'s fa-
vorite s>un and tne next governor of
Soutah Carclina,” Chairman Clifton
brought a cheer from the audience
which turned into a demonstration for
Mr. Manning, whidi lasted several
niinutes. Mr. Manning briefly thanked !
tze people ol Sumter fcr the support
they had always given him and said
he would give way to the other candi-
dates. He announced his candidacy
f.r governor and said he stood for
e:forcement of the law, whether di-
rected againsi,the pistol “toter,” the
“liet liguor dealer, or race track
gambling. He said he stood in the
position of 'host today, but said he
wanted to say a word to his fellow
candidates. He referred to newspa-
per talk of canvasses as “circuses” as
a reflection and he said a new era had
dawned in political speaking in South
Carolina and he pleaded for a cam-
paign on a hizh order and an avoidance

of personal bitrerness and abuse.
Lowndes J. Browning,
Lowades .. Browning followed Mr.
Manninz. eHoencnaa aakKM. .efrffnD |
Mannicz. He announced himself al
democerat. praised President Wilson |
ae said 1herci
was< 1o eoattail in Souzh Carolina big
Browninz io

and drew applause when

L.owndes

enouga tor

swine to. He advocated State aid to|
tenant Sarmers to own their own land. |
He thicks the State engiit to 1oan the |

farmers $1.000 to £2.000 a a low

interest for lJong terms, say

tereat schrol 1o

e, Ssace

Listen

To Candidates

twenty vears, and taus give the tenant
tarmer a chance to buy the land and
give them plenty of time in which to
pay back the loan. He said there were
30,000 tenant farmers in the
S:ate. Abolishment of the persunal
State tax and a substitution for it of a
graduated tax on incomes and inheri-
tances were advocated by the speaker.
He said the present and was

He said the ﬁz'wmn State tax cn in-
comes was a farce and was not en-
forced. He attacked the present sys-
tem of real estate taxation as nujust
and inequitable,

At 1:40 p. m. a
uatil 3:30 p. m. for lundh.

John G, Clickscales,

John G. Clinkscales, of Spartanburg,
wa= the first candidate to speak in tae
a‘ternoon, Mr. Clinckscales said the
1,mplle had a right to know the princi-
ples for which a man stands when he
becomes a candidate for governor, and
ie proceeded to outline his platform.
“l am runuing oa my own motion and
as others have sajd here today,” said
Mr. Clinkscales, in a half serious,
half humorous vein. Mr. Clizkscales
told how his wife had opposed him
running for the United States senate a
few vears ago, when some (riends

s0ine

recess was taken

| were urging him, and of how he had

finally won her consent to make the
race for gover:or.

“Obedience to law,™
matter discussed by Mr. Clinkscales.
“If I am elected governor, I will tarow
my whole energy into enforcing the
laws and to redeem my State from
where she 1as gone and been made a
laughing stock,” said the speaker amid
loud applause. He laid empaasis on
the duty of the governor to enforee all
law and promised he would do this if
elected. Stripes for pistol “toters” in-
stead of a fine was one meisure advo-
cated by Mr. Clinkscales. He said
every man who carried a pistol was
not a coward and referred to the
killing of John M. Cannon, of Laurens,
by Young Sullivan, and said he knew
the Sullivans and they were not cow-
ards. The blood of Cannon, said the
speaker, was not only ©n Young Sul-
livan, but in a measure, on the peo-
ple of the State.

“It's the biggest farce on earth, the
way we nave been dealing with blind
tigers,” said Prof. Clinkscales, advo-
cating tze stripes and chaingang sen-
tences for blind tigers. In sarcastic
vein he demanded the meus who said
“Got to have some money ) run the
city government” and fined the illicit
whiskey dealers. “You let it be known
in Caarleston, Sumter or Spartanburg,
that a fellow who sells liquor in vio-
lation of law is going to wear stripes
and there will be less of them,” said
the speaker with flashing eyves and
dg.eers from the crowd.

Reform of court procedure and less
use of techaicalities were touched on
and ce was just warming up when
Chairman Clifton called time on him.
Loud cheers greeted Prof. Clinkscales
as he came down from the stand.

R. A. Cooper.

“Enforcement of the law is the most
important question of tiue day,” said
R. A. Co.per, of Laurens, candidate for
governor, in openiag his speech. Tell-
ing of his ten years' service as solici-
tor Mr. Cooper dwelt on the necessity
of law eniorcement. He told of the
great power placed in the hands of the
governor and his power to open tole
doors of the penitestiary. “l am glad
that there is in this State a“demand
that in this campaiga we must discuss
issues,” said Mr. Cooper amid cheers.
“If 1 am elected governor 1 will do all
in my p.wer to stop race track gamb-
ling in Caarleston and suppress blind
tigers in Columbia and be governor of
21l the people,” said Solicitor Cooper.
He said he had no friends to reward
and no enemies ro punish, but be gov-
ernor of all the people, a sectiment
which drew a mighty cheer from tie
Inecreased edu-

was

crewded court roont.
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Opening Address Of
Gov. Cole. L. Blease

Delivered at St. Matthews on Wednesday, June 17, in
the United States Senatorial Campaign--The
Speech in Full,

Fellow Citizens of South Carolina:

I presume it would be useless to take up your time to remind you of how
the Democratic clubs of 1912 were packed by the people of the towns and citieé,
of what cluss of men controlled those clubs, the county conventions., and later
the State Convention—the corporation lawyers, the bankers, the cotton mill
heads—particularly the ratlroad attogneys of prominence—in fact. the aristocracy,
so-called, of this State: and then later the conducting of the primary election, the
action of the State Executive Committee in trying torsteal the election and defeat
the will of the majority by clatming that there was fraud in the primary; the
sub-committee that was appointed. which was not satisfied with meeting in this
State, hut having a North Carolinian, “Seaboard Bill,” at its head, went over into
his native State to hold a meeting at Charlotte.  All these matters are too fresh
i your minds [of it to be necessary for me to reiterate them here.

This year we were told, “Let's have peace, let's have no factionalism, let's
Fave quictude in prlitics.” The other side held out that they wanted peace. Yet
we find, when theyappeared at their club meetings throughout the State, some-
thing happens which has never been known to take place in the history of the
State hetore—ths crowd comes with a printed ballot ready to hand around. In
other piaces where they were not printed they were typewritten, which. is practi-
cally the same. They packed their club meetings with every man that they could
ger to come. notwithstanding their cry, “Let's have no factionalism.” In some
counties they went so far as to carry negroes to the Democratic club meetings
for the purpose of controlling the selection of delegates to the county convention.
In the town of Newberry, Ward 2 club, one William Y. Fair, who for years has
Leen a pronounced Republican, and who held the appointment of postmaster at
Newberry as a Republican until he was dismissed by a Republican for being wrong
in his accounts. was elected a delegate to ;he county convention. When the
Democratic county conventions convened they were packed with town delegates,
Particularly is this true of the Ward 1 club of the city of Columbia—a ward
which had three candidates for the office of Mayor and two for the office of
Alderman in an election which was held the day after the county convention,
Notwithstanding the inierest that was taken in this election, and the number of
candidates from this ward, including all three of the candidates for Mayor—this
ward only polled 326 votes, which would have entitled them under the rules—one
delegate for each twenty- five members—to twenty-one delegates in the county
convention. Yet on the day previous this ward was represented in the county
convention by fifty-three delegates. \When their attention was called to it in the
convention, Christie Denet, secretary of the State Democratic Executive Com-
mittee, and one of the delegates from this ward, “took the floor and said:”
“\We have 1330 names on the Ward 1 roll. [ think that this is an infernal fraud.”
Yet the secretary of the State Democratic Executive Committee and a member
of this ward club consents to fifty-three delegates being seated in this convention
as the representatives of 320 actual voters—thirty-two delegates more than they
are entitied to. He says that it is an “infernal fraud,” but votes for its perpetua-
tion. | am informed that similar conditions existed in Ward 1 in Spartanburg—
the ward represented by the Chairman of the State Demincracy. These are the
men that arrogate to themselves the purifying of the primary, and are attempting
to deprive the laboring classes of our State from participating therein.

In the county of Newberry. the county convention elected one Joseph L. Keitt
chairman of the Democratic party of Newberry county—a man who years ago leit
the Democratic party and hecame the leader of the Populists in this State, and

who was a candidate for office on the Populist ticket. Yet this is the man who is
today chairman of the Democracy of Newberry county chosen by a packed con-

| vention of illegal delegates, chosen by alubs whose lists of membership were made

up from rolls, as was the case in other counties, which included dead men and men
who had long since moved away. In the county of Dorcnester. wnere they nad
control, they elected as a member of the State Democratic Executive Committee
a man who openly and publicly bolted the Democratic ticket and worked for
McKinley for president against the then Democratic nominee. There are many
other instances in the various counties which | could give, but it would take too
much of my time and cost me too much tu have it printed. The citizens of each
county. however, know the conditions in their own county. | only give these few
instances in order to open vour eyes and show you that the other side have ap-
pealed to the negro. have appealed to the old-line Haskellites who themselves ap-

| pealed to the negro. and have appealed to the Populists. to all come back and

claim to be Demoerats in order to defeat the will of the people and to defeat
Blease and his friends.

Now. look at vour State Convention. Who composed it? The people from
the various counties know who they were. You know what their past political
affiliations have been. You know what gheir occupations were and are. The
president of that convention—James A. Hoyt, is a corporation man an. e presi-
dent of three banks. The chairman of the credentials committee was Thomas M.
Raysor, a Southern Railroad attorney, and who while a member of the State
Senate representing the county of Orangeburg continuously kept in his pocket
a pass on the Southern Railroad trains. The chairman of the committee on con-
stitution and rules was B. E. Nicholson, of Edgelield. a corporation lawyer, son-
in-law of Former Governor Jolm C. Sheppard. who failed to get a second term
for Governor at the hands of this erowd, and who endeavored to beat B. R. Till-
man in 1892 | have not been able to discover who was the chairman of the
committee on platform and resolutions, but I presume it was the District Attorney
appointed by Senator E. D. Smith. because he. Francis H. Weston, read the report
of the committee—another corporation lawyer and also a bank officer, and the
representative on the floor of the State Senate of the corporate interests. Then
we come to the great spokesman, who himself said that his own county in the
last primary there were 400 stolen votes. [ presume he said this hecause he was
defeated for the State Senate in 1910 and for the House in 1912. [ refer to
William N. Graydon, who was a Haskellite of the bitterest type, and who, [ am
informed. sated on the floor of the convention that he knew there was fraud m
the last primary and yet when asked the question if he prosecuted anybody for
any of this fraud, could only answer, "No"—and when'the investigating committee
went to Abbeville, or made inquiry of the Abbeville peuple—their own committee
—they refused to furnish the club rolls to that committee in order that the Abbe-
ville primary might be investigated. Yet here is this great Haskellite, he who,
with his associates. has appealed to the negro before. hollering fraud among the
white people of our State.

And the chairman of the State Democratic Executive Committee. re-elected by
the convention—John Gary Evans, four times repudiated by the people as a can-
didate for the United States Senate—leading counsel in this State for the Western
Union Telegraph Company and other corporations; and elected for Vice-Presi-
dent. W. F. Stevenson, of the famous investigating committee of 1912, bank presi-
dent, railroad attorney, and commonly known as “Seaboard Bill.”

We find further in this convention many other lawyers and officers of corpo-
rations: but [ want to ask you. out of the great county of Spartanburg, and the
oreat county of Anderson and the great county of Greertville, with their very large
Tarmer vote and their enormous cotton mill vote, how many farmers were sent as
members of the Spartanburg, Anderson and Greenville delegation?—how many
cotton mill men were in either delegation? How many farmers were _tllere?
These people wito love them so much, these people \\'_hu are going to raise the
price of cottun to fifteen cents—did they allow these farmers to sit as delegates
in this convention® How many cotton mill men were among the delegates? How
many laboring men were there? Sift your convention thoroughly and you will -
find it composed of corporation lawyers. corporation ui‘hcers and corporation
stockholders. [ could call them all. but it is useless. If these men who were
in charee of the club meetings and the county conventions were such lovers of the
interests of the people, when they had absolute control of these county conven-
tions why didn’t they elect some cotton mill men to represent ‘lhcmsciycs
on the floor of the State convention>—why didn’t they elect some tarmers:—
whv didn't they clect some poog men? No; they oniy vanted the T’_i:.‘h. '(-EIL'_«‘IH'}JO-
ration lawyvers and the corporation officers, in order that 1!1:;-3- might strike the
poor man. | notice in the Senatorial obituary of Senator Smith that he puts him-
farmer. but as a “planter.” [ presume it was these associates
_tlar they wanted. and not the plain farmers.
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